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Statue of the Sacred Heart with Vigil Lights 


We have had wonderful success in the marketing of a Statue of the 
Sacred Heart with a receptacle at the base to take a Vigil Light Glass. 


Weare, therefore, offering the following combination to Catholic 
families: One Statue, 13 inches high; one Ruby Glass; and one 
dozen 15-hr. Vigil Lights. This will be sent postpaid within a 
distance of three zones on receipt of $3.00. 


Will & Baumer Candle Co., Inc. 


405 Main Street, St. Louis, Mo. 


LAPIDAR 


An excellent, non-poisonous remedy for purifying the blood and toning up the system. 
LAPIDAR is not an ordinary patent medicine. It is composed of leaves, flowers and herbs, all 
gathered from the mountains in Switzerland. LAPIDAR is compounded by Rev. Father Kuenzle 
of St. Gall, Switzerland, the best authority on Swiss Alpine herbs, whose books are in official 
use in many schools in Switzerland. LAPIDAR acts favorably in cases of gout, skin diseases, 
abscesses, stiffness of the limbs, faulty circulation, etc. It has a very beneficial effect especially 
on the stomach, kidneys and lungs. Rev. Father Kuenzle has the recommendation of the 
Holy Father as an herbalist. Price $2.50 per box. 


Address: Lapidar Co., 
Agents wanted Chino, California 











A Complete Course in 


PRACTICAL NURSING 


Lectures and Demonstrations by Medical and Surgical Staffs 
Bedside Instruction, Room and Ward Experience, Operating Room Training 


Course Extends Over Two Years 
Will Open September First, 1924 


For further information address: SISTER SUPERIOR, 
St. Margaret's Hospital, Kansas City, KANSAS 
Back Numbers of ‘‘Cabernacie and Purgatory’’ containing instruct- 
ive and valuable reading matter, and beautiful pictures. Mailed 
on request at 6 cts. each, or five different copies for 25 cts. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 
Published monthly in English and in German under the direction of Rev. P. Lukas 
O.S.B., at the Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri. 
Subscription Price, per year $1.00 
For Canada, Ireland and England 1.25 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the poSt office at Clyde, 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the 
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Queen of Heaven — Help of Christians 
For the Feast of the Assumption, August 15th 





=| ET us raise ovr eyes to heaven on this beautiful 
feast of the Assumption of our Blessed Mother. 
Heaven is open wide to every believing soul. We 
hear the amazed citizens of the celestial courts 
call down into the deep: “Who is she that goeth 
up by the desert as a pillar of smoke, of aromat- 
ical spices of myrrh and frankincense ?” (Cant. iii. 6.) We hear 
as on the ascension of her Son, the words: “Open the portals! 
The Queen is approaching! Lift up, O eternal gates!” We 
behold the countless multitudes of angels, the patriarchs, the 
prophets and the interminable procession of saints, decked with 
crowns and bearing their palms of victory, passing out of the 
shining portals of heaven. We see Jesus Himself in His majesty 
coming forth to meet His highly Blessed Mother. “All genera- 
tions shall call me blessed” — this prophetic exclamation of the 
Virgin Mary is fulfilled today. On this festival her praises 
resound throughout the universe; today she enters heaven to 
take possession of the eternal kingdom to reign as Queen at 
the right hand of her Divine Kingly Son. 
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How happy are we to have so powerful a Mother, so exalted 
a Queen, so influential an Advocate at the throne of God! A 
threefold need weighs upon us children of men, and in this 
threefold need Mary is our powerful helper. 


Needs of the Soul 


The first needs are those of the soul. When God visits us 
with His grace, all is clear and bright within; all is bliss to the 
very depths of our spirit. Peace and festive joy reign in the 
heart. Then it is day in the soul. 

But the light of grace is often darkened, the sun of our 
soul may often set; dark clouds and raging storms may come 
upon it, and then we experience the soul’s dark night. This 
interior darkness is caused by temptations which arise from 
within and without, when the lower desires of the flesh revolt, 
or when doubts against Faith arise in the soul; when faint- 
heartedness or despondency prey upon hope, when the love of 
God threatens to grow cold through ill will against the ordi- 
nances of our Creator, or when charity toward our neighbor 
undergoes a severe test through jealousy, calumny or slander. 
Such nights of the soul may last for weeks, even months; often 
it may seem as though God had forgotten us. 

For these nights I know a light. It is she whom we address: 
Morning Star, pray for us. Certainly, the benighted soul must 
look up with confidence to the Morning Star and ask for light. 
Sooner or later Mary will let shine a joyous brightness. 

Such was the case with Constance X., a child reared in the 
darkest night of unbelief. When fourteen years of age Constance 
chanced to pick up a Catholic prayer-book. She leafed through 
the book and found the Hail Mary. It pleased her. She 
memorized the prayer and recited it frequently. Her relatives 
ridiculed her, but she was not intimidated by their taunts, and 
she continued to perform this one Catholic practice, praying the 
Hail Mary. With the exception of this prayer, Constance was 
totally ignorant of the doctrines of Catholic Faith, nor would it 
then have entered her mind to renounce Protestantism. It was 
still very dark in this youthful heart, but the faithful, maternal 
Heart of God’s Mother had heard the maiden’s prayer, and the 
Morning Star shone ever brighter in her soul until at length 
the sun of truth dawned in splendor. 

The convert herself relates: “From the time I had learned 
that little prayer I experienced a feeling of discontent in my 
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heart. One Sunday during the month of May, my parents 
allowed me to enter a Catholic church, merely to satisfy my 
curiosity. I assisted at a High Mass. Never shall I forget it. 
I, who would never kneel in our Protestant church on an up- 
holstered chair, now knelt on a wooden bench, and remained 
kneeling during the entire services. With greatest recollection 
I followed the sermon. It was the first sermon to which I had 
ever listened with devotion. Thenceforward I had a disgust 
for the pleasures of the world. I no longer really enjoyed them. 
Only then my heart found comfort when I could retire into 
solitude and pray the Hail Mary.” 

Such was the first twinkling of the Morning Star. Constance 
was not yet converted, but the Virgin Mother never failed to 
shield her. Soon the father died. His family toured a Catholic 
country, to assuage their grief, and this afforded Constance an 
opportunity to be instructed by a priest. However, her mother 
and relatives opposed her entrance into the Catholic Church.— 
The Morning Star shone brightly, but as yet the sun could not 
rise. — The ever faithful Mother, however, arranged all for the 
spiritual good of her struggling child. When twenty years of 
age, Constance was stricken by a serious illness. She lay at 
death’s door. In this dark hour, the gentle Morning Star stood 
directly above her. The dying child gazed upward, she prayed 
for Mary’s help. — Behold, health was restored! The hour of 
sunrise had come. Constance became a Catholic. She followed 
the attraction of grace still more faithfully, and soon entered 
a cloister to spend her days in blissful solitude murmuring to 
the Heavenly Queen the Ave Maria. God, to show how pleased 
He was with the daughter’s docility, guided her mother also 
onto the path of light and truth. 


Needs of Body 


The second kind of needs which oppresses man are bodily 
needs. These are the manifold ills to which human nature is 
heir. A bodily sickness, however, is frequently, yes, always, 
when borne in the true spirit, a real benefit and grace from 
God. A certain saint once suffered five kinds of illnesses at the 
same time, but he never called them otherwise than the “five 
mercies of the Lord.” In the light of Faith, bodily afflictions 
are always real mercies from God, even if they come upon us 
as a punishment for our sins. If a person bears such bodily 
pain in a Christian manner, he may be assured that God will 
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accomplish His own all-wise designs in his regard; perhaps the 
ultimate sanctity of that person’s life depends upon his patient 
endurance of physical pain. No mother is so willing to assist 
her sick children as Mary to assist us if we ask her, for Mary 
is the health of the sick, the comfortress of the afflicted, the 
help of Christians. Devout children of Holy Church, pray often 
and confidently to the Blessed Mother of God in all temptations, 
needs, dangers and bodily afflictions of all kinds. 
Health of the sick, pray for us! 


Need through Sin 


The third and worst kind of need in this life is the need 
caused through sin. A person who wilfully lives in mortal sin 
is like one who has committed suicide. A man is able to take 
his own life, but the dead man cannot, of his own power, restore 
his life throughout eternity. Likewise, the soul in the state of 
mortal sin could never throughout eternity restore himself to 
the life of grace in his own power. If he dies in the state of 
mortal sin he is dead in a threefold sense: dead according to 
the body, dead to grace, dead for heaven. 

The needs of the body, as we have seen, draw upon us 
pity and help from the compassionate Heart of Mary, but far 
more is her merciful Heart touched by the needs occasioned 
to her unfortunate children through sin. She understands better 
than the saints the malice of even one mortal sin. When fear 
comes upon us on account of our sins and we tremble at the 
thought of judgment, let us call from the depths of our hearts 
to Mary: 

Refuge of sinners, pray for us! Pray for us poor sinners! 

Dear reader, pray now, pray this very day to the Blessed 
Virgin, tomorrow it may be too late. Oh, be in earnest for 
once! Examine yourself as to whether you really walk on the 
way of salvation... Does the path you now tread really lead to 
your Heavenly Mother? Were your heart, at this moment, to 
beat for the last time, where would be your soul? Settle your 
affairs. Today, Mary is the refuge of sinners; tomorrow, if you 
are dead, she is so for you no longer. Should your soul pass 
into eternity laden with mortal sin, it would have no Redeemer, — 
Jesus would then be the just Judge; you would likewise have 
no Refuge of sinners, no Mother of mercy, no maternal Heart 
to implore. If Mary is lost, hope is lost, all is lost! 

Ah, how it rends the soul when a child bids farewell to 
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his mother to be absent for a long time! How the heart 
aches! How the tears course down the burning cheeks when 
the child looks, perhaps for the last time, into the face of his 
dear mother! Painful, indeed, is the parting from our mother 
in this world, though we part only bodily while our hearts 
remain united in love. What inexpressible agony, then, would 
rend our soul, if on account of our sins, we should one day have 
to say to Mary: “Farewell, forever! I see thee no more.” 

Therefore, dear reader, be in earnest about your salvation; 
settle the affairs of your soul. Let your first act, however, be 
to pray with all your heart to Mary that she may obtain for 
you today true contrition for your sins. With this intention say: — 

Refuge of sinners, pray for me! Holy Mary, Mother of 
God, pray for us sinners now and at the hour of our death. 
Amen. 


With Mary in Glory 


St. Ephrem calls devotion to Mary, “The unlocking of the 
gates of the heavenly Jerusalem.” Wherefore, St. Ambrose 
often addressed these pleading words to the Mother of God: 
“Open to us, O Mary, the gates of paradise, since thou hast its 
keys.” Our Heavenly Mother is truly the means of our entering 
celestial glory. Those who venerate Mary devoutly during 
life, receive a particular share in the happiness of the Queen 
of saints also in heaven. How lovingly Mary will embrace her 
dear children whom she has shielded during life, and who have 
been faithful to her; how tender will be her maternal welcome 
in receiving them into the joys of heaven! Ah, let us honor 
our beloved Mother while journeying on earth, then we may 
expect to enjoy a special glory in the celestial kingdom. 

Great, indeed, will be the joy of those who share in the 
bliss of the chosen Daughter of God the Father, the exalted 
Mother of God the Son, and the star-crowned Spouse of the 
Holy Spirit! The Feast of the Assumption is Mary’s great day 
of triumph, her glorious day of honor. On this day she received 
from the hands of the Triune God the crown and scepter to 
reign aS Queen over all angels and saints. and through her all- 
powerful intercession to be the mediatrix between heaven and 
earth. Is there a soul who sincerely loves Mary, who would 
not celebrate this sublime feast with ardent devotion, or who 
would neglect to thank God for the honor, glory and bliss 
which He, on this day, bestowed on His glorious Mother? 











Jesu custodiat animam tuam 


. *Jesus preserve thy soul’’ 





knowledge according to the taste of the learned, 
still, words of comfort for every heart flow from 

sammzews| his lips. He possesses no earthly treasures to 
distribute profusely among the poor, but he holds the Gift 
of heaven in his hands. His heart, perhaps, is filled with care 
and sorrow — it has been saturated with bitterness, — still it 
is a fountain from which wells up a friendly greeting of peace 
which God Himself has blessed. 

Whenever he places the Sacred Host upon your tongue, 
he says to you with heart and lips: “Corpus Domini nostri 
Jesu Christi custodiat animam tuam. — May the Body of our 
Lord Jesus Christ preserve thy soul.” He may not know who 
you are; may know neither your name nor the secrets of your 
soul; it is sufficient for him to see you kneeling before the 
altar. Immediately he knows that you have need of the Savior, 
and he speaks to you those sacred words which bring peace 
and blessing to your soul. 

Jesus preserve thy soul! Helpless child, what would be- 
come of you if you were obliged to travel alone the wearisome 
way to heaven — a way infested by enemies? The hellish 
robbers who have ranged themselves all along your path of 
life shrink not from falling upon you, robbing you of all your 
merits and virtues, wounding you and leaving you to your fate, — 
spiritually dying, or even dead. You know how often temp- 
tation impudently knocks at your door. And, alas for you, if 
no one stretches out a helping hand. But why fear? Like 
sweetest melody resound those beautiful and consoling words: 
“Jesu custodiat animam tuam — Jesus preserve thy soul!” 
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Those Beginning to Serve God 


Perhaps you have just begun to serve God. All beginnings 
have their inspirations, but likewise their doubts. The will 
bows only with repugnance to the new yoke; the evil habits 
which have been contracted often render stubborn resistance 
when it comes to casting them off. The thought of having a 
task before us which will end only in death, is enervating and 
discouraging. The consciousness of one’s nothingness, one’s 
powerlessness, grows more and more, and raises an almost in- 
surmountable barrier of distrust. The remembrance of former 
resolutions which have vanished in their instability, creates 
fears for our fulfilment of new promises. The many instances 
we have witnessed of souls beginning with a bright and sunny 
morn of life to end only with a stormy eve, have, perhaps, 
impressed themselves on our mind and made us timorous... 
Then the impenetrable mystery of grace, the disquieting 
doubts of pre-election ...— Ah, fear not, poor soul. Buoy your- 
self up with trust and confidence. Jesus loves trusting souls. 
Do you not hear His sweet voice echoed in the priestly wish 
and blessing: Corpus Domini nostri Jesu Christi custodiat 
animam tuam. Preserved by Jesus, you will reach your 
destiny without fail. 


Those Laboring for Perfection 


Perhaps you have served your Lord many a year, but the 
difficulties have not vanished; on the contrary, as you advance 
the hindrances to your ultimate perfection seem to increase. 
Perfection, the aim of your striving, broadens its horizon the 
nearer you approach the summit; your passions daily place 
new obstacles, virtues new difficulties. The beautifying of 
your soul requires uninterrupted labor and exertion. One day 
of inactivity suffices to dim its beauty; if the inactivity con- 
tinues, your soul will gradually become disfigured. — O poor, 
struggling soul! At Holy Communion impress vividly upon 
your mind the words: Custodiat animam tuam. Be filled 
with a living faith, be firmly convinced that Jesus is your 
protector, then all your anxieties will vanish. 

Even though you were so rich in grace that you could, 
figuratively speaking, grasp with your hand the degree of 
perfection destined for you by God, you must still candidly 
acknowledge that the difficulties on your way increase rather 
than diminish. Sometimes you are tried by aridity; you doubt 
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if God still loves you. You recall your past sins over which 
you have often grieved, sins which you have confessed and 
trust God’s mercy has blotted out long ago, yet now doubts 
arise. A sort of distaste for spiritual and Divine things dulls 
your generous striving for virtue, the heart no longer beats 
in joyous love for God; it seems torpid — lifeless. 

Stillness reigns in you and about you. Nowhere a sound. 
Suddenly a voice breaks the painful silence. It is the priest. 
He has probably no presentiment of your distressing state, vet 
he speaks those words full of consolation: Corpus Domini 
nostri Jesu Christi custodiat animam tuam. — A moment before 
you believed yourself to te forgotten, forsaken. — Oh, fear 
nothing! Jesus preserves you! You shall not be lost. 

" May Jesus Preserve All 


Poor, troubled soul, may Jesus be ever at your side. May 
He ever dwell in your heart to guard, protect and save y« u. 
May He preserve you when your passions urge you to shake 
off the yoke of watchfulness and lead a life of sin which in 
the end will only fill you with fear and disgust. May Jesus 
preserve you when the peaceful quiet of your life is threatened 
by storms of tribulation, and you are in danger of being car- 
ried away by the billows of anger and impatience. May Jesus 
preserve you when lukewarmness, under pretense of weariness, 
prompts you to seek repose which human reed and charity 
forbid. May He preserve you when, at sight of your neighbor’s 
faults you are tempted to judge him rashly when he deserves 
compassion rather than blame. 

May Jesus preserve you when pride would suggest thoughts 
of vanity or self-complacency on account of the little good you 
may have done in life; when it tempts you to speak of self 
and ignore the good works of your neighbor; when it causes 
you grief that others meet with more success and receive 
more praise than you. May Jesus preserve you in the attacks 
of certain temptations which, after so many years of blameless 
life you thought impossible to assail you, and which now gnaw 
on the spotless lily of purity which you have so jealously 
hedged round with the thorns of mortification and guarded 
with such zealous care. 

May Jesus enter your heart and make it His strongest 
and safest fortress. May He preserve you, combat for you, 
conquer your enemies and gain for you the crown of heaven! 
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Pastors and the Enthronement 





=ag=4| ANY of our subscribers have Enthroned the Sacred 
M| Heart of Jesus in their homes, and we have 
numerous letters expressing the gratitude of 
their souls for the wonderful changes brought 
about in their families. When pastors encourage 
the Enthronement, splendid results for the glory 
of the Divine Heart and the good of families are achieved. 

During the latter part of May, one pastor ordered 1500 
booklets of the “Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the 
Home.” He explained to his parishioners during June the 
meaning of the Enthronement, and held a solemn triduum 
before the Feast of the Sacred Heart in preparation. The 
booklets were distributed gratis to the people, and also a leaflet 
by the pastor explaining the purpose of the Enthronement, 
most of which is here reprinted. This pastor has fully grasped 
the importance of the Enthronement — not merely a picture 
honored in the home, but a means of strength and courage 
to parents to rear their children according to Christian prin- 
ciples. “I am sure,” wrote this zealous pastor at the end of 
June, “that five hundred families Enthroned the Sacred Heart 
as the King of the Home.” The explanatory leaflet given by 
the Fathers of the Holy Cross parish, Harrison, New Jersey, 
here follows : — 

As a part payment of the debt of love that our parish 
owes the Sacred Heart of our Divine Redeemer, we will hold 
during the latter part of the month of June the ceremony 
known as the Enthronement of the Sacred Heart in the Home. 
This special form of devotion to the Sacred Heart was insti- 
tuted by Rev. Father Matheo in gratitude for a miraculous 
cure obtained by him at the famous shrine of Paray-le-Monial 
in France. Afflicted with an illness which physicians pro- 
nounced incurable, he made a journey to this shrine where 
our Blessed Lord so often appeared to St. Margaret Mary, 
and on entering the Chapel was suddenly and completely cured. 

At the moment of his restoration to health, Father Matheo 
was urged by an interior voice to spend his life which had 
been spared to him, in propagating devotion to the Sacred 
Heart in the homes of the faithful, and helping them to par- 
ticipate in the blessings of our Savior’s gracious promise: “I 
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will bless every home where an image of My Heart is exposed 
and venerated.” 

Father Matheo received not only the approval, but the 
express command of the saintly Pope Pius X to devote his 
life to this crusade. This encouragement and blessing have 
likewise been renewed by Pope Benedict XV and the present 
Holy Father, Pius XI. Fortified by the approval of the Vicar 
of Christ, Father Matheo immediately began preaching the 
crusade of Jesus Christ as the King and Master of the home. 
He has traversed most of the European countries. Success, 
due to the grace of God, has crowned his efforts, and thousands 
of families, in their own homes, are rendering our Divine Lord 
a practical homage and love which through thoughtlessness 
or worldliness had been hitherto neglected. 

This form of devotion to the Sacred Heart is not only a 
most useful and pious practice, but it is also a very necessary 
one. Materialism and worldliness have made great inroads 
among our Catholic people. This can be recognized in the 
freedom, almost license, that prevails among the young, and 
the consequent lack of respect for authority which begins even 
in the home. 

Some parents admit that they cannot control their children, 
even those of school age— and still others make hardly an 
effort to enforce respect and obedience from their sons and 
daughters. We have the natural consequence: Catholic young 
men and girls keep late hours and frequent questionable, 
though fashionable, places of amusement, and deny to their 
parents the love, respect and filial obedience which they owe 
them by the law of God. Such a condition should not exist, 
and such a condition will not exist if the Sacred Heart of 
our Divine Savior occupies the place of honor in the home, 
and if Christ is recognized and acknowledged as the King 
of that home. There is no person, however great or exalted, 
who does not spend the most impressionable and the formative 
years of life in the place called home — and these years cannot 
help but be fruitful if they are passed in a home where Christ 
is Enthroned as King. 

Parents of such homes will derive from the Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart strength and courage to enable them to 
bring up their children in the fear and love of God. And the 
children of these homes will surely not be a judgment on 
their parents; rather will they be a comfort and a consolation 
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to them and carry on the work of God, when their fathers 
and mothers lay down their burden to enter into their ever- 
lasting reward. 


* * 


A Family Feast 


The writer of the subjoined letter is a young lady who, 
with her sister-in-law, has for some years been most zealous 
and sacrificial in spreading literature on the Enthronement. 
Their way of making the Enthronement a happy family feast 
is worthy of imitation. 

‘*‘Last May 6th was the 40th anniversary of my parents’ marriage. 
That evening at 7:30 we had the ceremony of the Solemn Enthronement 
of the Sacred Heart in our home. Our pastor could not be with us, so 
he delegated a Franciscan Father to officiate. We had three Franciscan 
Fathers as our honored guests at supper. About forty relatives and 
friends joined us at the ceremony which was very beautiful and impres- 
sive. We are praying earnestly for the wide spread of this devotion in 
our diocese... We are planning on having a High Mass sung in our 
little country church on the Feast of Corpus Christi, and are forming a 
band to obtain a great number of Holy Communions and a large atten- 
dance at Holy Mass.’’'— Everyone, young or old, rich or poor can be 
an apostle of the Sacred Heart. Special graces are given by our Savior 
to those who contribute to the spiritual advancement of others. 


- + 7 
? * ? 


The Queen of All Religious Magazines 


Highly esteemed Editors: — Enclosed find $1.00 for my first sub- 
scription to ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory,’’ beginning with the year 1924. 
Your magazine is ‘‘the queen of all religious magazines.’’ As pastor | 
have always emphasized the great importance of good reading matter 
in families, and have likewise experienced the results. Your publication 
is excellent; one issue as excellent as the other. When I have finished 
reading my one natural impulse is to keep it to reread it from time to 
time, or better expressed, meditate on its contents. Therefore, it is with 
regret that | part with these magazines, but they must continue their 
apostolate in the youthful hearts of students.—To the Augustinian novitiate 
I send them to produce blessing and fruit. It isa pity that many subscribers 
to ‘‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’’ lay aside these books, so excellent in con- 
tent and make-up, and perhaps later even destroy them. How much 
good could many subscribers effect by passing on old copies! I would 
pray daily for the hidden benefactors who would remail me their old 
copies to distribute in this country, and to send to Brazil where | had 
charge of a parish for a time. Most respectfully yours, 


(Rev.) Jordanus Karl, Ord. S. Aug., 
Knights of St. George Home, Wellsburg, West Virginia. 
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Worthy of Recommendation 





Vocations to the holy priesthood are more numerous 
than people generally suppose. But many a young man has 
lost his vocation during college days because of worldly or 
dangerous companionship, or because the proper means to 
foster vocations were neglected by professors and educators. 

It is of great importance for the young man who in- 
tends to study for the priesthood to choose an institution 
where he will receive not only a thorough classical course, 
but at the same time enjoy advantages for the cultivation 
of piety and the spiritual life. 

Conception College at Conception, Missouri, is to be 
highly recommended to all Catholic students, but particu- 
larly to those who intend to study for the priesthood. It 
is an ideal College home under the direction of the Bene- 
dictine Fathers. Students have the advantage of daily Mass. 
and Communion; on festivals they take part in the Divine 
Office and solemn services of the Church, and thus a love 
for the sacred liturgy is deeply implanted in the heart of 
the future priest. The average attendance at Conception 
College is about 100 boarders. Its facility for developing 
sacerdotal vocations is shown by the fact that at the close 
of the school year, 1924, eighteen of its alumni were 
ordained to the holy priesthood. 

Conception College is beautifully situated in a healthful 
locality. A large Campus is connected, affording ample 
opportunity for athletic sports. 


The curriculum embraces full High School and Col- 
legiate Courses. 

Catholic parents who are anxious for your boys to have 
select companionship and a solid religious training, send 
your sons to Conception College! Though they may not 
be called to the religious state and may not develop a voca- 
tion to the priesthood, yet they will certainly be the 
better fitted by their College training at Conception to: 
be laymen, an honor to the Catholic Church. 


For information and catalog, address, 


The REVEREND RECTOR, 
Conception College, Conception, Missouri. 
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True Devotion to Mary 





Sy ARY is a short way to Jesus because of her sublime 
sanctity. We bejieve in her incomparable prerog- 
atives: her Divine maternity, her Immaculate Con- 
~—— her absolute sin!essness, her perfect fidelity 
in co- Saag with the grace of God. 

An unparalleled sanctity must correspond to such prerog- 
atives. The measure of her grace exceeds that of all angels 
and saints combined. This sublime Creature, in which all is 
for God, and which God has formed into a paradise for Him- 
self — this Creature transformed and, as it were, “liquified” in 
God, cannot be other than an easy and sure way to the Creator. 
How beautifully Blessed de Montfort says of her: “Mary is 
the echo of God. This Being, unlike other creatures, can 
never be a hindrance to union with God; on the contrary, she 
is the best means to propagate love for Jesus, the best means 
to inflame hearts with love for Jesus. You say Mary and 
Mary answers Jesus.” 

Furthermore, according to the teaching of the holy fathers, 
Mary is the Mediatrix between Jesus and us; she brings Jesus 
nearer to us, and reduces the distance from Him. “In no 
place on earth do we find God so near to us as in Mary. She 
imparts Him to us in a manner corresponding to our weakness,” 
says Blessed de Montfort. “God with us,” has been realized 
in Mary. Whoever goes to Mary, finds Jesus. The shepherds 
and the Magi found Jesus with Mary and adored Him. Let 
us, too, go to the Mother and we shall find her Son. 

Let us not hesitate to say with St. Bernard that we stand 
in need of a mediatrix with the Mediator Himself, and that 
Mary has been installed in this office by God. Through her, 
Jesus has come to us; through her we go to Jesus. If we 
fear to approach our Lord directly because of His infinite 
Majesty and cur sinfulness, let us boldly invoke the help and 
intercession of Mary our Mother. She is kind and gentle; 
in her there is nothing to repel; she is as beautiful and mild 
as the moon, that receives light from the sun and softens its 
brightness, corresponding to our limited power of comprehen- 
sion. St. Bernard styles Mary the robber, the conqueror of 
hearts. She is so amiable that she rejects no one, not even 
the vilest sinner. It was never known, say the holy fathers, 
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that anyone who invoked Mary was left unheard. The Son 
grants His Mother all she asks. 

Mary’s ready help, then, shortens the way to Jesus, makes 
“the crooked become straight and the rough ways plain” 
(Is. xl. 4), as the prophet says of St. John; but these words are 
far more applicable to Mary. She went before the Messiah; 
she announced His coming as the aurora announces the rising 
sun. 

Jesus will always be found with Mary. If love for Mary 
begins to dawn in a soul, then Jesus, the Sun, will surely soon 
arise therein. Mary is the ray of hope to the speedy conversion 
and justification of a soul; she is the hope for growth in grace, 
holiness and perfection: for Jesus is always and everywhere 
the Fruit and the Son of Mary. Mary prepares our way to 
Jesus; in Mary there are no round-about ways, for she leads 
directly and on the shortest way to Jesus; she “brings low all 
hills” of pride, and fills up the valleys of our faults by im- 
parting to us of her merits and becoming our “supplement 
and substitute” with Jesus. 

Thus, in very deed, Mary is our shortest way to Jesus; 
she is our Mediatrix. He that shall find me shall find life, 
and shall have salvation from the Lord (Prov. ix. 35). 


More Prayer! 





The necessity of combining labor with prayer is shown 
by the following example: When St. Anthony, the hermit 
(A. D. 356), had retired into the desert, he took up his abode under 
palm trees near a cave, and occupied himself day after day 
exclusively with prayer. Then the time came when he no 
longer found delight in communion with God; he became sad 
and melancholy. He recognized immediately a temptation, and 
prayed fervently to God for help. He fell asleep and saw, in 
a dream, a man who alternately knelt in prayer and then arose 
and wove a basket. Prayer and labor were constantly inter- 
changed. When Anthony awoke, he understood the meaning 
of his dream. God desired to teach him that prayer must be 
combined with labor; that the body as well as the mind should 
be engaged. From this time forward, St. Anthony began to 
work. Labor and prayer alternated in his daily life. In 
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consequence, the temptation ceased, and he again felt happy. 
Henceforth St. Anthony taught his disciples: Pray and labor. 

St. Macarius (A. D.394) once hada vision of a man engaged in 
work. From the mouth of the laborer flames of fire issued now 
and then, and ascended toward heaven. Macarius studied what 
this could mean. Soon it became clear to him that the flames 
of fire signified ejaculatory prayers which the man recited at 
his labor. 

When we work we should imitate a person who is writ- 
ing: he frequently dips his pen into the ink in order to continue 
forming the letters legibly. Thus we should look up to God 
from time to time during our occupations, to gain new strength 
for our work. We should imitate the sailor who constantly 
refers to his compass in order to guide his ship aright. We 
should imitate the holy angels who, although they serve 
men, yet at the same time “behold the face of God.” From 
today forward, let not one of us forget to turn our thoughts 
to God frequently during our work. He who observes this 
advice will have more blessing on his labors and undertakings. 


During Enjoyments 


In the midst of enjoyments, let us not forget God. The 
psalmist calls out to us: Be glad in the Lord! (Ps. xxxi. 11.) 

It is related that St. Charles Borromeo, Archbishop of Milan, 
was once persuaded to play a game of billiards with some 
priests. In the midst of the game, a priest asked, “What should 
we do if the last judgment were to take place within an hour?” 
One player answered, “I would instantly take refuge to prayer.” 
A second replied, “I would immediately make a general con- 
fession of my whole life.” Others expressed themselves in 
various terms. 

St. Charles remained silent. He knew well that the ques- 
tion was intended for him. When he, in turn, was asked, 
he responded, “I would quietly continue to play, for I began 
the game with the intention of honoring God.” All were 
amazed at this reply; they had not expected such an answer, 
but the incident made a deep impression. St. Charles always 
followed this principle: Remember to direct all your works 
to God. By this we see, even during our enjoyments and 
recreations (though certainly not during sinful pleasures), we 
can honor God and perform a good work. 

During amusements God is generally forgotten. Yet, we 
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know of many instances of pious persons turning their minds 
heavenward while those around them were absorbed in pleas- 
ure. The Emperor Napoleon I, one day went to a theatre, 
having among his attendants a young page of high nobility. 
The emperor was little interested in the play; instead, he 
looked around observing the people. While gazing about, he 
noticed that his youthful attendant was evidently no more 
concerned about the performance than he himself. The page 
sat with downcast eyes, and seemed to fumble with something 
hidden beneath his fur coat. Curious to know what it was, 
Napoleon seized the youth’s hand and snatched from him — 
a rosary! 

The page was startled. He had been surprised praying 
his beads, and in the theatre, at that! He expected a sharp 
reprimand from the emperor, for then as now, Catholic piety 
was ridiculed. Instead, Napoleon remarked, “You will be the 
right kind of a man some day. Continue, my boy, I shall not 
distract you anymore.” — This page later became Archbishop 
of Besancon, where in piety and active charity his memory 
lives to this day. His name was Rohan Chabat, prince of Leon. 

Dear Christian, you, too, should frequently turn your heart 
and mind to God during the day, even amidst your amusements. 

Prayer the Great Means of Grace. ‘‘This booklet with its practical 


advice on prayer is, of all your publications, one of the most helpful 
to people in the world and to religious,’’ writes a friend. Price 10 cents. 


The saints cannot sufficiently praise the value end blessing of ejac- 
ulatory prayers. Ejaculations keep temptations away, strengthen our 
soul, give us peace of heart and inflame our love. Indulgenced Prayers 
and Aspirations is a booklet lately revised and printed in convenient pocket 
size. It contains numerous short Indulgenced prayers. Carry this booklet 
with you, make use of these precious indulgenced aspirations. Price 5 cts. 


St. Dominic, Founder of a Religious Order 
Feast, August 4th 





=| VEN as a boy, St. Dominic distinguished himself by 
8: “| his angelic purity, unusual frugality and strong 
eo 8R inclination to prayer. At the age of thirty years 

= he began to preach, becoming God’s instrument in 
converting hundreds of thousands of unbelievers 
and heretics by the force of his words and the sanctity of his 
life. Armed with the Blessed Sacrament and the rosary, 
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Dominic went to battle 
against the heretics. On 
his missions he was 
often completely ex- 
hausted and his clothes 
wet through and 
through, nevertheless, 
his first visit in a new 
field of labor was invari- 
ably to the Tabernacle. 
Itis related that in many 
places he looked for no 
other quarters than the 
church where he re- 
mained entire nights. If 
nature obliged him to 
take some repose, it was 
on the corner of the 
altar steps after he had 
asked his Divine Mas- 
ter’s permission. Some- 
times he adored God 
prostrate upon the floor, 
sometimes with arms 
extended in the form of 
a Cross, and again with 
many genuflections 
amid a flood of tears. 
Often he was seen to 
shed copious tears dur- 
ing the time of Holy 
Mass. 

Unconsolable on ac- 
count of the ignorance 
and growing depravity 
of the people, Dominic 

St. Francis St. Dominic resolved to establish an 
Order which should 

serve the Church by prayer and learning. His Order received 
ecclesiastical approbation from Pope Honorius III. In a short 
time he had established houses in all Christian countries of 
Europe. God glorified Dominic with the gift of miracles. On 
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Ash Wednesday in the year 1218, Dominic with three cardinals 
was in the monastery of St. Sixtus. Suddenly a servant rushed 
in and announced that Napoleon, nephew of Cardinal Stephen, 
had been thrown from his horse and killed. The cardinal, who 
was himself present, was overcome with bitter grief and leaned 
himself fainting against Dominic’s breast. At first Dominic tried 
to comfort him, then ordered the corpse to be brought to the 
church and an altar prepared for the celebration of Holy Mass. 

When all was in readiness, the three cardinals with their 
retinues and the monks present entered the church. A throng 
of people had gathered. During the Adorable Sacrifice a 
stream of tears coursed down the saint’s cheeks. During the 
Consecration he was rapt in ecstasy and appeared raised high 
above the ground. All present were witnesses of this prodigy. 
After Holy Mass, Dominic with all who were in the church 
went to the corpse. He arranged the broken limbs in their 
natural position and fell upon his knees to pray. Then he 
arose, made the sign of the Cross over the dead man, raised 
his hands to heaven and cried with a loud voice, “Napoleon, 
in the Name of our Lord Jesus Christ, I say to thee, ‘arise.’” At 
the same instant, the dead man arose before the eyes of all 
present, perfectly restored to life and health. 

To retain the heretics in their falsehoods, a few ringleaders 
sought by diabolical trickery to deceive their adherents by float- 
ing through the air across a river, in the sight of a vast concourse 
of people. When the saint learned of this, he took the Blessed 
Sacrament and went to the spot. There he held the Sacred 
Host in his hand and said: Through this God who is in the 
form of bread, I command thee, Satan, to quit deceiving these 
poor people by thy trickeries. As the wretches for some 
moments longer continued their fraud, Dominic touched the 
waters with the sacred vessel, and instantly the seducers were 
submerged. 

On August 4, 1221, Dominic, with his dying breath again 
admonished his brethren-to persevere in humility and never 
to depart from holy poverty. Twelve years later Pope 
Gregory IV placed him in the ranks of the saints. 


+ 
t 


REMARK. — We here wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decrees of Pope Urban VIII in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the Church 
has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 
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Live in Holy Joy 


Thoughts of St. Francis de Sales on Joy 





Ae Francis de Sales was as much a friend of peace 
and joy in the Holy Ghost, as he was an enemy 
of sadness. To a person overcome by melancholy 

i he said: “Stand fast in peace and nourish your 

| as the sweetness of heavenly love, without which your 

heart will be without life and your life without joy. Do not 
in the least yield to sadness which is an enemy to devotion. 

And why should she be sad who is a servant of Him who is 

to be our eternal joy? Nothing should be capable of causing 

her vexation or discontent except sin. Even the displeasure 
over sin must be followed by a holy comfort and sweet joy.” 

Francis was accustomed to say, A saint sad is a sad saint. 

Once he spoke in a sermon: “Man is made for joy, and 
joy for man, for joy alone can make man happy. It seems 
to me that joy is no joy when not possessed by some one. 
Joy has such a close connection with the heart of man that 
the heart can find no rest without it, as joy is true joy only 
in such measure as it is imparted to man, because God has 
made joy for the enjoyment of man and has promised it to 
him so positively that He has obliged Himself to give it to 
him, not on account of his merits or on account of some other 
reason, but purely out of His love and goodness.” 

“Be cheerful,” St. Francis writes in his letters, “for the 
Lord looks upon you with love and tenderness.” To a supe- 
rioress he writes: “Live in holy joy amid your daughters; 
manifest your maternal heart by interior benevolence and by 
an affectionate welcome that they may hasten to you with joy.” 

“The more Francis suffered,” says his friend, Bishop Camus 
of Belley, “the more calm he became, like the palm tree which 
strikes its roots deeper and deeper the more it is bent by the 
winds. Like Samson he sought honey in the mouth of the lion 
and found peace in combat. Like the three youths in the fiery 
furnace he knew how to gather dew from the flames; he found 
roses amid thorns, pearls in the depths of the sea, oil in the 
rock and sweetness in the bitterest bitterness.” 

He himself declared: “For sometime my peace has been 
attacked by contradictions and secret persecutions from all 
sides. However, this gives me such a sweet and delightful 
peace that nothing can excel it, and it announces the speedy 
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union of my soul with God, which in truth is not only the 
greatest, but the only ambition and passion of my heart... 

“At times I tremble with fear lest God should give me my 
heaven here below, for I scarcely know what tribulations are. 
Never did I see the face of poverty. The sufferings I expe- 
rienced were but little incisions that scarcely cut the skin. 
The calumnies heaped upon me were crosses of air whose 
memory blew away with the sound. How insignificant were 
all the misfortunes that have befallen me! On the other 
hand, how numerous are the spiritual and temporal benefits 
with which God has overwhelmed me!” 

His admonition for the preservation of peace and happi- 
ness is particularly important! “After you have committed a 
fault deal as lovingly and meekly with your own heart as 
with your neighbor after his fall; be patient with others but 
above all be patient with yourself.” 


+ + + 
? ? + 


‘“‘The Merciful Have the Key to the 
Treasures of God’’ 





<Grea OTHING gives us a surer pledge of the help of God 
and the intercession of the saints than works of 
mercy. What great and wonderful favors St. An- 
thony obtains for his clients when they promise 
him bread for the poor! “Blessed are the merci- 
ful for they shall obtain mercy” (Matt. v. 7). 

St. Leo says, “Prayer has the greatest efficacy to obtain 
favors from God when it is supported by works of mercy;” 
and St. Gregory of Nazianzen writes, “The merciful have the 
key to the treasures of God.” Lefer, a pious priest asserts: 
“All kinds of people in the most desperate situations came to 
me. Frequently all means failed to obtain the longed-for grace 
until I said to them: Practice mercy. If they followed this 
advice, they received help.” 

God helps the merciful in every need. This reward is 
promised to them by Holy Scripture in Isaias: “When thou 
shalt pour out thy soul to the hungry, and shalt satisfy the 
afflicted soul, then shall thy light rise in darkness, and thy 
darkness shall be as the noon day” (Iviii. 10), or in other words: 
when the merciful man finds himself in need and tribulations 
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so that every ray of light or hope has disappeared, then he 
will be visited and comforted by God, and the darkness of his 
tribulations will suddenly change into the light of prosperity. 
Often our sufferings are wholesome punishments for our sins; 
but if we appease God by alms, He will take away these pun- 
ishments or at least lighten them. 

There is perhaps no work of charity more highly praised 
and more urgently recommended than almsgiving. Almsgiving 
is one of those works of mercy most adapted to render atone- 
ment to Divine Justice. An angel of heaven once declared: 
“Alms delivereth from death” (Tobias xii 9), and the Holy 
Ghost confirms this word of the angel, declaring: “Water 
quencheth a flaming fire, and alms resisteth sins” (Ecclus. iii. 
33). Open your hand to the poor that your expiation may be 
perfect. St. Peter calls charity a veil that covers our sins. 

When Daniel the prophet announced the judgments of 
God to the sacrilegious king of Babylon, he at the same time 
counseled the king to do penance for his sins by almsdeeds 
and works of mercy. A mystic teacher writes: “If there were 
no poor, there would not be so many grievous sins remitted. 
The poor are the physicians of our wounds. We can never 
give the poor as much as we receive from them, because for 
the piece of bread we give to them, they issue a ticket to 
heaven in return.” 

“Give to the poor and receive the kingdom of heaven,” 
counseled St. Methodius. Therefore we must love the poor. 
Listen to St. Vincent de Paul: “Who can fathom the love of 
the Son of God for the poor! He Himself chose the state of 
poverty; He wanted to be the Father of the poor, and expressly 
declared that whatsoever we do to His poor He would consider 
as done to Himself.” 


+ 
t 


“Previous to the Cross, there was no ladder to heaven; 
hence neither Abraham nor Jacob nor David nor any other 
man could go there. Now, however, this ladder — the Cross — 
has been erected, and the entrance to heaven is open.” — 
St. Augustine. 





Kentucky: “My family and I like ‘Tabernacle and Purgatory’ very much 
and would not want to be without it for anything. The reading in it is so good 
and consoling. Many times when I feel sad and worried I pick up your magazine 
and read, and then feel consoled.” 
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Sketch of the Life of St. Anthony 


‘Continued 





Although St. Francis was convinced of the learning and 
intelligence of St. Anthony, still he considered it well that 
St. Anthony should pursue the theological sciences more thor- 
oughly in order to render his preaching more fruitful. There- 
fore, the holy founder sent him to Vercelli in Piedmonte, where 
the abbot of St. Andrew’s monastery taught with great renown. 
Here in Vercelli, the Minorites had a Monastery called St. 
Matthew. Anthony resided in this monastery, and from there 
went to St. Andrew’s for his hours of study and instruction. 
He spent about one year in Vercelli. 

Anthony’s exceptional progress awakened in his brethren 
the desire that he should impart some of his knowledge to 
them. Though St. Francis had little regard for learning and 
had founded his Order chiefly upon humility and contempt 
for all worldliness, still he realized the necessity of a thorough 
knowledge of theology for a preacher, especially in refuting 
heresy. The holy founder made known this intention in a 
letter addressed to St. Anthony, when the latter had refused 
to take upon himself the office of preacher without the per- 
mission of the holy founder. St. Francis’ answer was as follows: 

“To his beloved confrere Anthony, health in Christ! Gladly 
do I approve of your explaining to the brethren the knowledge 
of Divine erudition, yet in such a way that, neither in you 
nor in others it be a hindrance to the spirit of prayer, accord- 
ing to the rule we have professed by vow.” 

Thus St. Anthony became a teacher of theology, or as the 
Franciscans call it, a lector or reader. Anthony was the first 
member of the Franciscan Order to teach theology, and thus 
stands at the head of that long series of pious and learned 
men of the Seraphic Order, among whom may be mentioned 
St. Bonaventure. 

In the year 1223 after Easter, St. Francis called Anthony 
to Bologna where he was to teach theology. “He was looking 
for a man,” we read in the life of St. Francis, “who, above 
all, distinguished himself in learning, and he found none su- 
perior to Anthony.” But our saint did not remain long at 
Bologna. His superiors determined to send him to France 
where learned theologians and preachers were needed to refute 
the Albigensian heresy and to oppose corrupt morals. 
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The Albigensian heretics denied the Mystery of the Most 
Holy Trinity, the Incarnation of the Son of God and mankind’s 
Redemption by Him. They condemned the outward or exterior 
worship of God and the holy sacraments and separated them- 
selves from the Pope and the true Church of Christ. With the 
errors in Faith, immorality went hand in hand. They believed 
that, on their 
deathbed, they 
would obtain 
the full remis- 
sion of their 
sins through a 

ceremony 

called the impo- 
sition of hands, 
whereby they 
would be trans- 
ported into a 
higher class of 
perfection. This 
was their only 
sacrament. 
Foolish as was 
their doctrine 
and unrestrain- 
ed as was their 
life, they, never- 
theless, found 

St. Anthony preaching to the fishes sympathy and 

emulation. 

The great Pope Innocent III tried to bring them back to 
the fold, by teaching and encouraging them, and he sent them 
his legates and missionaries. But it was a difficult task to 
lead these erring members back to the right path. They 
went so far as to murder the papal legates. Such were the 
conditions when Anthony, in the year 1224 came to the prov- 
ince. He began his labors against the Albigenses by announc- 
ing to them the Word of God with holy zeal. 

The most striking of all St. Anthony’s miracles relate to 
his sermons, and perhaps one of the best known, is his sermon 
to the fishes. It happened most probably in the year 1227, 
when Anthony left Rome, traversing the various cities in which 
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he preached the word of God. On this journey he also came 
to Rimini, a town of Romagna on the Adriatic Sea. 

In the town there were many who clung tenaciously to the 
Albigensian heresy and would not be converted by mere words. 
Anthony called together the whole city and began with zeal 
and eloquence to refute the heretical errors and to admonish 
the people to penance. Noone would heed his words; on the 
contrary, they laughed him to scorn. He then went to the sea- 
shore and called the fishes to come and listen to the Word of 
God which men despised. Instantly the fishes came to the 
shore, ranged themselves in perfect order, according to their 
kind and size, to hear the sermon preached by the saint. 

According to his custom, Anthony cited various texts from 
Holy Scripture and explained their meaning. He marveled at 
the goodness of the Creator who appointed the water to be the 
abode of fishes, this clear, transparent element, where they 
could find all that was necessary for food and shelter... In 
the deluge when all creatures outside the ark perished, they 
alone had been preserved by the common Father. Anthony 
reminded them how they had been selected by God at various 
times for His service: a fish had swallowed Jonas and brought 
him to the shore destined by God that he might carry out the 
Divine orders and preach penance; a fish had brought the coin 
with which our Savior paid the tribute for Himself and Peter. 
Shortly before His ascension, Jesus partook of fish as a proof 
of His human nature and of His resurrection from the dead. 
By these and many other instances, Anthony showed them 
how much they were indebted to their kind Creator. Then 
the fish, little and great, bowed their heads, whereupon St. 
Anthony dismissed them with his blessing. 


Towa: ‘‘Enclosed find — for St. Anthony’s poor in Europe in thanks- 
giving for a favor received recently. It was the sale of some property. 
Not until | prayed to Sr. Anthony did we ever receive an offer, and we 
were more than surprised when a neighbor bought it.’’ 


Brocklyn: “In thanksgiving for the satisfactory closing of a business 
deal, I herewith enclose an offering which I promised for St. Anthony’s Bread 
for the poor.’’ 


Chicago: ‘‘Enclosed find offering for Holy Masses in honor of St. 
Anthony, in thanksgiving for his having found work for my son.”’’ 


Ohio: ‘‘We had a house on the market since last fall, and spent a great 
deal of money advertising, but could not sell it. Weread in ‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory’ that a man, after promising $50.00 for St. Anthony’s poor if he 
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could sell his property, sold it so quickly. We therefore made a promise to 
give an offering, and in less than three days we sold our house. My niece 
also made a promise to St. Anthony, if she would secure a certain position 
which she had in view. She also obtained her request. .. We are gratefully 
sending you the double amount that we had promised for St. Anthony’s Bread.”’ 


Ohio: ‘‘I promised an offering for the poor in Europe in honor of 
St. Anthony if my brother weuld make his Easter duty. To my joy, 
my request was grantcd.’’ 

Tndiana: ‘‘Good St. Anthony has granted me many favors. My health 
is much better, and the best of all I received a letter from my son who had 
neglected to write home for two years. I asked St. Anthony to help him 
think of home, and last week I received a nice letter from him. Enclosed 
is my offering to St. Anthony in thanksgiving. ’’ 


4 + 
, ? 


The Priest, Truly a Prodigy of God 





THE OFFICE of priest is one of highest dignity. Great 
reverence and esteem are rightly due to the minister of God, 
even though his life be not in accordance with the dignity of 
his state. Holy Orders imprints an ineffaceable mark on the 
soul. The sacerdotal office can never be lost, not even by an 
unholy life. Through all eternity the priest will bear the sign 
of his consecration, which will redound to his greater glory or 
deeper woe. St. Francis of Assisi had an almost infinite ven- 
eration for priests. In his humility he declined to receive 
ordination. He was accustomed to say, “If I saw an angel and 
a priest, I would first salute the priest and then the angel.” 
Venerable Bede relates of the early Christians, that they showed 
the greatest reverence for God’s ministers. 

The pagan conqueror, Alexander the Great, has left an ad- 
mirable example of esteem for priests. On his triumphal march, 
as he neared the city of Jerusalem, the high priest accompanied 
by all the other priests, clothed in festive garments, advanced 
to meet him and begged for mercy. Alexander fell on his knees 
before the high priest, and granted him all his petitions. One 
of the generals expressed astonishment. Alexander replied, 
“Not the high priest, but the true God whose servant he is, 
do I adore.” Even Attila, the “scourge of God,” the barbarous 
king of the Huns, who determined to invade and plunder Rome, 
was persuaded by Pope St. Leo the Great to spare the city. 
St. John Chrysostom declares: A person who despises the priest, 
will in time despise God also. 
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With holy enthusiasm, the same “golden-mouthed” doctor 
exclaims: “God has given to the priest a heavenly power. — 
What power can be greater than to forgive sins! The Father 
has transferred all judgment to the Son, but, behold, the Son 
has laid all this power of judging in the hands of the priest. 
The priest receives from God a power and honor which elevates 
him above men, as far as heaven is above the earth. 

“O thrice blessed lips of the priest, which call down upon the 
altar Christ Himself from His highest throne! O sacred hands 
which touch the Adorable Body of Christ! O blissful adminis- 
tration which makes of sinners children of God! O happy priest, 
thou art truly a prodigy of God; thou dost possess unspeakable 
power! Jn thy office thou dost touch heaven and associate with 
God as a confident friend and a member of His household.” 

Dear reader, the following will explain how even you 
can claim as son or brother — a priest — a prodigy of God! 


A “Thought from Heaven’’ 


In this country the education of a priest costs from $1500.00 
to $2000.00. In Germany and Austria, a donation of $500.00 
would be sufficient for the education of a youth to the priesthood. 
However, many people with the best will are unable to sacrifice 
$500.00; but $250.00 or $300.00 would probably be possible for 
them. Be consoled, for this amount would defray the expenses 
of a student of philosophy or theology until his ordination. What 
a joy for the student, what a consolation for the bishop, when 
such a noble gift arrives! Others, again, by being saving, can 
lay aside $50.00 or $60.00 a year. That suffices to defray the 
most necessary expenses of a student for one year. Without 
this support he could scarcely continue his studies. 

Whoever adopts a student may send us the offering and we 
will forward the donation to the diocesan bishop or to the 
director of the seminary who will apply it for the tuition of a 
worthy student. The bishop or director of the seminary will 
write you himself, and also the happy student. He will be in 
communication with you until he says his first Holy Mass. And 
be assured, the bond of charity will be drawn still more closely 
after his ordination. Then, dear reader, can you not say in 
truth: I have a priest in my family! Oh, believe me, this priest 
will be a most grateful son, a most dutiful brother; he will never 
cause you grief or anguish. On the contrary, he will be your 
joy and consolation, especially at the hour of death. 
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Crushing Cares 


Juelich, June 12, 1924. 

Reverend and dearest Father Lukas, 

I am in possession of your letter of the 20th of 
May. A few days ago I received your alms. To each of the four 
generous donors of scholarships who contributed to this sum, I will 
write a letter of thanks. How happy and grateful I am for this support, 
because utmost need has driven me to the verge of despair. Bills, de- 
mands from all sides, and no means! ...Strange it may seem, Rev. 
Father, but it is a fact, we are today more destitute than during the 
terrible, unforgettable year of 1923. By the introduction of the gold- 
mark, by the limited, scanty expenditures of money, through lack of 
labor and high cost of all the necessaries of life, the general poverty 
and distress together with our own has become unbearable. 


I can scarcely meet the most urgent expenses, perfectly destitute 
as I am, and if, from time to time, I would not receive the part payments 
on scholarships and Mass stipends from you, I would literally be obliged 
to close the institution on account of our great difficulty to make greater 
payments. With my priests, lay brothers and 90 students to provide 
for Iam not yet out of this danger. Constant anxiety and most crushing 
cares are our daily bread, as my doleful life as superior is prolonged. 
My hair has turned white, and my cheeks are furrowed, because with 
utmost energy I strive and toil for the existence of our completely des- 
titute institutions, deprived of all human means. These are not mere 
complaints such as have reached your address for years — no, my dear 
Father Lukas, it is a cry for help from the depths of most crushing, most 
bitter need. Oh, that I could touch and soften many a heart to give us 
aid! But alas! it seems to be the general opinion, that want and dis- 
tress are lessening. In our case, we stand in greater need of help than 
ever. Just at this moment there is due $700.00 and my creditors in- 
sist on payment, but whence shall I take the money ? 


Oh, my dearest Rev. Father, I know that you cannot help everyone 
in everything; I realize your extraordinary benefits to us in particular. 
I do not deserve them in the least, and yet, because of my dire distress, 
I venture to entreat you with all the fervor of my heart: do not forsake 
us in the future! Assist us, especially with Scholarships and Mass 
stipends. There are ten priests stationed here, and we will gladly per- 
solve the intentions. 


Had not the ever merciful Providence of God made me acquainted 
with you, and given you to me and my subjects as our preserver, I would 
today see my work, yes, long before today, in ruin. May the goodness 
of God spare you to us, for upon you and your work rests all our re- 
course for hope. I recommend myself and my beloved students, the 
priestly candidates of the mission, to your paternal heart which is so 
full of love, and I remain in deepest love, respect and gratitude, 


Your humble brother in Christ, 
P. Franz, Provincial. 
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Archiepiscopal Theological Seminary, Bonn, June 23, 1924. 
Dear Father Lukas, 

With many heartfelt thanks I acknowledge the receipt of your 
friendly letter of May 20th. Also the twenty-five dollar notes, announced in 
your letter, arrived yesterday. I thank you, dear Father Lukas, for all the 
many benefits you and your helpers confer on our German theological students. 
Without your far-reaching aid, many a poor student would have been obliged 
to give up his studies long ago. Surely the word of Holy Scripture may be 


applied to you: “Bonum opus operatus es — You have wrought a good work.”’ 


The economic situation in our poor fatherland is still sad, indeed. Among 
the middle class of people especially, there is untold need and distress. Just 
from the middle class come most of our students for the priesthood. We have 
over three hundred of these in Bonn for the archdiocese of Cologne. More 
than half of them depend on us for support. From this you may conclude 
with what difficulties we must cope, and how grateful we are to you and all 
the American benefactors for all the gifts we have received or shall still re- 
ceive through you. 

Wishing you God’s special blessing on your noble work, I remain in the 
love of Christ, 

Yours in gratitude, D. St., Director 


Dearest Rev. P. Lukas, Fulda, May 29, 1924. 


A few days ago your greatly needed gift was 
handed to us in U. S. Currency, without any discount. This 
love and forethought moved us totears. Where need is greatest, 
God’s help is nearest. We immediately offered up Holy Com- 
munion for all our generous benefactors. We have excessive 
taxes to pay in Fulda. I wonder what will yet become of our 
poor country! May the good God recompense you, Rev, Father, 
a thousandfold. Also to all our dear benefactors, may God give 
His choicest blessings. We will send up fervent prayers to Him 
that He may reward all generously. 


All our sisters send heartiest greetings to you, Rev. Father, 
and to all our dear American helpers. 
Your unworthy handmaid, 
Sr. M. Columba 


Reverend Father in Christ, Carmel, June 10, 1924. 


Untold, heartfelt thanks for the generous alms which 
cheered us all very much, because it came just when we had 
nothing more to sustain life and we could ask no one but Jesus 
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to help us; and really, just on Pentecost, the Holy Ghost came 
in the form of a carrier pigeon and brought us this great aid from 
America. I cannot find words to describe our jubilation. Now 
we can again pray peacefully and trust confidently in Divine 
Providence who will help us also in the future, that we may at 
length pay off our heavy debts. We still owe $1200.00. Oh, how 
sweet it is to trust peacefully in our Lord! All our dear sisters 
call out to you, dearest Father, and to all our benefactors a million- 
fold ‘‘God reward it!’’ and promise to offer up 300 Holy Com- 
munions. No one sends us anything from abroad anymore, only 
now and then a small offering. I beg you in the Name of Jesus 
to remember us again. 


Your humble servant, Sister Magdalena. 


Reverend P. Lukas, Convent of Perpetual Adoration, May 25, 1924. 


Your esteemed letter of March 28th was received. How great was our 
joy when we read that your Reverence had again remembered us with a generous 
alms! God is good; He knows our need and tenderly provides for us. He inspires 
you to help us, for what would otherwise become of us? How can we sufficiently 
thank God and your Reverence? Did you but know the full extent of the benefits 
you have conferred on us! Indeed, it is more than we can tell, for, had we not had 
alms from you during the past half year, we could not have subsisted. We would 
have been forced to scatter abroad or perish. Throughout our lives we shall not 
forget these benefits, and daily will we implore the good God to recompense you 
and all our generous benefactors with His choicest blessings. 

Yesterday we received the holy alms. What joy for us! Now we can again 
procure what is indispensable. Many, many thanks! May God repay you! I cannot 
repeat it often enough. The $50.00, with the intentions, we gave to our Rev. Father 
Paul as you directed. He was rejoiced, too, and he thanks you sincerely. Tomorrow, 
all the sisters will offer Holy Communion in a body for you and the dear benefactors. 
On the 31st of March we received the ten packages of clothing and provisions for 
poor children. O Rev. Father, you should have seen the delight of the sisters when 
they unpacked all those good things! It has been years and years since we have 
had so much. 

Once more, our heartiest thanks for all the good and all the kindness bestowed 
onus. We cannot thank God sufficiently for having given us in your person, so 
provident a father, and this gratitude we will best manifest by being faithful to our 
vocation as Sisters of Perpetual Adoration. In the love of Jesus, 


Your gratefully devoted, 
Sister Maria of St. Clara 
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Privations of God’s Anointed 





Dear readers, grow not weary of helping the poor priests 
in Germany by Mass stipends. Let your heart be touched with 
compassion at their need. Many are unable to procure altar 
breads and wine for the celebration of Holy Mass and for Holy 
Communion. “All are in the same situation in this regard,” 
writes an Archbishop, “none of them could have kept up the 
Divine services had help not come from abroad.”’ Think of the 
poverty of churches where the perpetual light can no longer be 
burned, because oil is too expensive! Oh, think of the privations 
of God’s Anointed, yes, and of the poverty of our Lord Himself 
in so many tabernacles. Many of you have the consciousness 
that your charity has already enabled some needy priests to 
continue offering the Adorable Sacrifice. Great will be your 
reward! You have a special share in every Holy Mass you are 
instrumental in having offered. Therefore, grow not weary! 
‘Let the inestimable advantages you yourself derive from these 
Holy Masses urge you to have many offered: in honor of the 
Sacred Heart, of the Blessed Virgin, for the consolation of the 
poor souls, and for your own numerous intentions. 





There has not appeared a more beautiful picture of 
the present Holy Father Pius XI, than the artistic picture 
we offer. It is on superior quality paper in deep brown 
photo-tone. Indeed, a handsome picture for framing. 

Price postpaid 50 cents. 


* 
* * 


Twelve artistic post cards which will please you and 
your friends. Only 30 cents per dozen postpaid. 


From a superior: ‘“Your beautiful cards were received and we like 
them very much. Please send us 2,000 of them.’’ 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Queen of Heaven-Help of Christians — Jesu custodiat animam tuam — 
Pastors and the Enthronement — Worthy of Recommendation — True Devotion 
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Holy Joy — “The Merciful Have the Key to the Treasures of God” — Sketch of 
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a ee 


SE nel 


wi ne 


August, 1S 


CHICAGO: “There is such a wonderful s 
little books. They are indeed great treasures.” 


SAN FRANCISCO: “I have a number of your 
me so much and are a source of endless joy and co 


More Precious than Diamonds 


Treats of the human heart, the love of Go 
fying grace. Within its pages you will fin. 
that can be said on subjects so sublime. 
where to seek and find true happiness. A fri 
of continual spiritual help and joy to me.” 


Devotion to the Holy Face 
Contains meditations on the Sacred Counten , particularly 
during our Savior’s Passion. Many beautiful prayers. 5 cts. each 


Devotion to St. Joseph 
A nun writes: “‘We have never before seen so complete a collec- 
tion of prayers to St. Joseph; it is an excellent work.” 5 cts. each 


Words of Consolation for the Sick and Afflicted 


Gathered from the teachings and writings of saints; full of com- 
fort for your sick friends. An invalid: ‘“‘It is so wonderfully 
consoling and has been a great comfort to me.” 


Indulgenced Prayers and Aspirations 
A collection of practically all the approved indulgenced ejacula- 
tions conveniently grouped. These darts of love refresh the 
soul, increase our merits and relieve the suffering souls. 5 cts. each 


Communicate Frequently and Devoutly 


True doctrine of the Church regarding frequent Communion; 
confidence, the true preparation for Communion; practical sug- 
gestions for preparation; how to assist at the Communion Mass; 
four special-fruits of Holy Communion. ‘5 cts. each 


Fountain of Grace an Children’s Communion 
An interesting brochure. Timid souls who have not yet realized 
the value of frequent Communion will find it very encouraging. 
3 for 10 cts. 


Holy Water in the Christian Home 


Its use and efficacy. It produces wonderful effects upon body 
and soul and procures relief for the suffering souls. The parental 
blessing. A friend : “‘It is certainly very wonderful and consol- 
ing. Please send me roo copies for distribution.” 3 for 10 cts. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 
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Conception, Missouri 


An Ideal College Home for Catholic Boys Only. Conducted 
by the Benedictine Fathers. Beautiful and Healthful Location. Large 
Campus. Full High School and Collegiate Courses. Attendance 
Restricted. For Information and Catalog, address : 

The REV. RECTOR, 
Conception College, Conception, Mo. 
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St. Joseph’s Academy, Clyde, Mo. 
Conducted by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration 
Only Catholic Girls of Good Character are Admitted 
Special Department for Little Girls 

Object — ‘lo impart a thorough Christian education of mind 
and heart. Regular instructions in Christian Doctrine are given by 
the Reverend Convent Chaplain. Special attention is directed to the 
formation of true womanly characters. 

Course of Studies — Practical and thorough, under competent 
teachers. Embraces: Academic, Commercial, Preparatory, Primary, 
Music and Art Departments. 

General Features — New buildings, practically equipped for 
educational purposes. 


Conveniently situated near the Wabash and the Chicago Great Western 
Railroads. Terms $200.00 per year. For information address: 


The SISTER DIRECTRESS 





Jesus in the Hearts of Little Children 


A complete prayer-book for children, printed in clear large 
type on best peper. It contains sixteen appropriate pictures and 
two Mass devotions; the first gives a simple, clear explanation 
of each part of Holy Mass, the second is a Communion Mass. 
Besides the usual prayers there are eight Visits to the Most 
Blessed Sacrament in which the child speaks with loving sim- 
plicity to our Divine Savior. A nun: “It would do your heerts 
good to see how much help the little ones get from this book. 
It is undoubtedly the loveliest prayer book I have ever seen for 
children’’ Durable blue cover, price 20 cents. Black, white 
or red imitation leather, price 25 cents. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 








